
 

 
 
    

REGULAR SESSION 
 
  

July 18, 2016 
 

The Substandard Buildings Commission of the City of Athens, Texas met in Regular Session on Monday, 
July 18, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the Derek D.  Daniels Conference Room of the Athens Partnership Center 
with the following members’ present, to-wit: 
 

Billy Murphree 
Tilo Galvan 

Steven Bowman 
 

Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator 
Buddy Hill, Chief of Police 

Barbara Holly, Interim Director of Planning 
 
with the following member absent: Will Traxson; 
 
constituting a quorum at which time the following proceedings were enacted, to-wit: 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Murphree. 
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 20, 2016 
 REGULAR SESSION. 
 
A motion was made by Member Galvan, seconded by Member Bowman, to accept the minutes of the  
June 20, 2016, Regular Session, as written. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 114 NORTH PALESTINE, LOT 3A, BLOCK 9 – ORIGINAL TOWN SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER HENRY REALTY COMPANY, INC. 
 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator, informed the Commission that staff was made aware of 
issues at the property while the previous tenant was leasing the building.  Ms. Garrett stated the issues 
include plaster falling off the brick walls, water damage to the ceiling tiles, stairway to second floor is 
listing and unsafe to be used.   Ms. Garrett stated the only access to electricity is through a breaker box 
located at the top of the stairs, where it appears water is coming into building.  The second story floor by 
the stairs is rotted out and the walls of the second floor are covered with mold, several areas on the floor 
appear have water damage.  
 
Property owner, Diana Duff, was present, along with Realtor Betty Griesing.  Ms. Duff stated that she    
had repairs made to the wall in which the plaster had fallen off. Ms. Duff stated she was not made aware of 
any issues while the tenant was still leasing the building.  Ms. Duff asks what repairs are needed. 
 
Kathy Means, property owner of Kathy’s Boutique, located next door to Ms. Duff’s building was present 
and addressed the Commission, stating that bricks from Ms. Duff’s building have fallen onto the roof of 
her building.  Ms. Means stated that a strong musty odor is noticeable when the doors are open at the 
building next door, due to the air-condition unit not working. Ms. Means stated her concern with condition 
of the adjacent building’s condition is that it will keep the public from shopping on that side of the square.  
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 114 NORTH PALESTINE, LOT 3A, BLOCK 9 – ORIGINAL TOWN SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER HENRY REALTY COMPANY, INC.  
 
After a discussion, a motion was made by Member Galvan, seconded by Member Bowman to give property 
owner sixty (60) days to repair all the life safety issues before the building can be occupied by a another 
tenant, including, but not limited to, roof repairs; electrical box and wiring repairs; second story ceiling 
repairs; rotted flooring repairs; staircase repairs; and, mold remediation.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
            PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 104 LELAND, LOT 18, BLOCK 30 – PARK HIGHLANDS SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER ELUM E. SR. & RUBY POSEY ESTATE 
 
Judith Posey, representative of the property, was present.  Ms. Posey stated this property belonged to her 
mother who passed away early this year.  Ms. Posey said her mother died without a will and due to other 
siblings involved, she has to go through the legal process of getting control over the estate.  Ms. Posey 

reported that she has hired a pest control company to treat the house for rats and mice until the pest issue  
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is resolved and that she has hired a man to mow the yard and make sure the house is secured. Ms. Posey 
stated that it’s her intentions to sell the house as soon as possible. Ms. Posey also granted permission for 
the follow up inspections to be made by city staff. 
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 104 LELAND, LOT 18, BLOCK 30 – PARK HIGHLANDS SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER ELUM E. SR. & RUBY POSEY ESTATE 
 
After a discussion, a motion was made by Member Galvan, seconded by Member Bowman to give the 
property owner thirty (30) days to secure the structure, and ninety (90) days to finalize the estate and decide 
on the deposition of the property.  The motion carried unanimously.  
              
 PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 401 ST. JOSEPH, LOT 22, BLOCK 1 – FAIRVIEW SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER DALE COPE  
 
Dale Cope, property owner, was present.  Mr. Cope reported he has secured the structure and mowed the 
yard.  Mr. Cope stated he plans to continue with the yard maintenance by removing trees growing too close 
to the house. Mr. Cope stated his plans are to remove the porch overhang, paint the structure and install 
new doors and windows.  Mr. Cope stated he plans to replace the roof at a later date. 
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 401 ST. JOSEPH, LOT22, BLOCK 1 – FAIRVIEW SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER DALE COPE                        
 
 A motion was made by Member Galvan, seconded by Member Bowman to give the property owner sixty 
(60) days to secure all doors and windows, paint the house and remove the porch overhang. The motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
 HEAR UPDATES FROM CODE ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR  
 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator, updated the following:  
 Properties that are in the process of renovations: 
 

  725 South Prairieville 
  114 Anglin 
  702 North Gauntt 
  403 North Gauntt 
 
Properties that are on the list to be demolished by the City: 
 
  800 Pinkie 
  702 Powderhorn 
    1104 North Pinkerton 

 
 OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS TO EXPRESS ITEMS OF CONCERN 

(Citizens appearing during this item will be allowed to present their concern, however, members of the 
Substandard Building Commission are prohibited from entering into deliberation and the item may be 
referred to a future agenda for discussion.) 
 

None 
 
  ADJOURN 
 
The meeting was adjourned.   
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 19TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER. 
                                        
 
                __________________________________  
                Billy Muphree, Chairman   
ATTEST: 
__________________________________ 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator 


