
 

 
 
    

REGULAR SESSION 
 
  

NOVEMBER 16, 2015 
 
The Substandard Buildings Commission of the City of Athens, Texas met in Regular Session on 
Monday, November 16, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the Derek D.  Daniels Conference Room of the Athens 
Partnership Center with the following members present, to-wit: 

 
Tere Lawyer  

Billy Murphree 
 Tim Jones  
Tilo Galvan 

 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator  

            Michael Climer, Building Inspector                   
Ronnie Denton, Fire Marshall 

Buddy Hill, Police Chief  
   

with the following member absent: Will Traxson; 
 
constituting a quorum at which time the following proceedings were enacted, to-wit: 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Lawyer.                  
 

DISCUSS/CONSIDER APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 16, 2015 
 REGULAR SESSION  
 
A motion was made by Member Murphree, seconded by Member Jones, to accept the minutes of the  
October 16, 2015 Regular Session as written. The motion carried unanimously. 
                                          

PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED  
AT 408 MAPLE, LOTS 1A/2A, BLOCK 3 - WEST HEIGHTS #1 SUBDIVISION - 
OWNERS RICHARD & ROCIO REYES 

 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator, informed the Commission this property had been 
addressed in 2013 due to the unfinished construction of an addition to the mobile home.  Ms.  Garrett 
stated that the Commission had given Mr.  Reyes time to complete the siding and the roof and a building 
permit was issued to Mr.  Reyes.  Ms.  Garrett stated she notified Mr.  Reyes in October 2014 regarding 
the unfinished addition and expired permit.  Ms.  Garrett also stated that Mr.  Reyes responded to the 
notice stating he would not be able to finish the work on the addition until the first part of 2015, and that 
he would get another building permit at that time.  Ms.  Garrett reported that as of today, no permit has 
been issued and the addition remains unfinished.  
 
Michael Climer, Building Inspector, informed the Commission after a recent brief inspection of the 
addition, he noted that due to the lack of waterproofing the wood,  exposure to the elements has caused 
some of the wood to be water-damaged and is in need to of replacement.  Mr. Climer stated a closer 
inspection of the wood is needed to determine if the addition is structurally sound. 
  
Property owner, Richard Reyes, was present and informed the Commission he had been unemployed for 
a period of time and did not have the money to complete the addition to the mobile home. Mr.  Reyes 
stated he is now employed out of town and only has Sundays to work on the addition.  Mr.  Reyes asked 
Mr.  Climer if he could put sheet rock over the wood, to which Mr.  Climer said no, due to possible 
growth of mold if the water damaged wood is covered. 
 

DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE 
LOCATED AT 408 MAPLE, LOTS 1A/2A, BLOCK 3 - WEST HEIGHTS #1  

 SUBDIVISION - OWNERS RICHARD & ROCIO REYES                                                                                
A  motion was made by Member Murphree, seconded by Member Galvan, that property owner has 
ninety (90) days to remove any water damaged wood, and that issuance of a building permit to be 
contingent upon a closer inspection of the structure by the City’s Building Inspector.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
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PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD  STRUCTURE 
LOCATED 

 AT 215 MASSEY, LOTS 20 & 21D, BLOCK 111-ORIGINAL 
             TOWN SUBDIVISION OWNERS - WILLIE JOHNSON & NEIL ROBINSON 
 
Ms.  Garrett explained to the Commission that the mobile home is vacant and the water service was 
disconnected in March 2015.  Ms.  Garrett stated that the siding of the mobile home is falling off, there 
is no underpinning or skirting around the base of the home and a kitchen fire had occurred in the home 
several years ago.  Ms. Garrett also informed the Commission the notice of the public hearing had been 
received.  
 

DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE 
LOCATED AT 215 MASSEY, LOTS 20 & 21D, BLOCK 111- ORIGINAL TOWN 
SUBDIVISION - WILLIE JOHNSON & NEIL ROBINSON 
  

A motion was made by Member Galvan, seconded by Member Jones to condemn the mobile home and 
ordered it demolished.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  
  PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED 

AT 1104 NORTH HAMLETT, LOT 15A, FM COKER TRACT - BC WALTERS  
 SURVEY- OWNER NELLIE MAE TURNER C/O HENRY ROYALL  
 
Ms.  Garrett informed the Commission that this structure was addressed originally in April 2012 and the 
structure was ordered demolished. At this time, the structure remains standing and continues to 
deteriorate. Ms.  Garrett stated that due to the time that has lapsed from the original Order for demolition, 
she wanted to bring the property back before the Commission and have the original Order of demolition 
renewed.   
 
  DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED  
 1104 NORTH HAMLETT, LOT 15A, FM COKER TRACT - BC WALTERS  
 SURVEY- OWNER NELLIE MAE TURNER C/O HENRY ROYALL  
 
A motion was made by Member Jones, seconded by Member Murphree to condemn the structure and 
order it demolished.  The motion carried unanimously.    
  
 PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED 
 AT 800 PINKIE STREET, PT.  OF LOT 1, BLOCK 110 - ORIGINAL TOWN 
 SUBDIVISION - OWNER BERTHA LEE RAY 
 
Ms.  Garrett informed the Commission that this structure was addressed originally in March 2012 and 
the structure was ordered demolished.  At this time, the structure remains standing and continues to 
deteriorate. Ms.  Garrett stated that due to the time that has lapsed from the original Order for demolition, 
she wanted to bring the property back before the Commission and have the original Order of demolition 
renewed.   
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED 
 AT 800 PINKIE STREET, PT.  OF LOT 1, BLOCK 110 - ORIGINAL TOWN 
 SUBDIVISION - OWNER BERTHA LEE RAY 
 
A motion was made by Member Murphree, seconded by Member Jones to condemn the structure and 
order it demolished.  The motion carried unanimously.    
  
 HEAR UPDATES FROM CODE ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR  
 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator, updated the following: 
 
  1.  405 Lindsey  
        2.  Texan 
     
 OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS TO EXPRESS ITEMS OF CONCERN 

(Citizens appearing during this item will be allowed to present their concern, however, members  
of the Substandard Building Commission are prohibited from entering into deliberation   
 and the item may be referred to a future agenda for discussion.) 
 
None         
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  ADJOURN 
 
The meeting was adjourned.   
 
   
            PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 26th DAY OF JANUARY 2016.  
       
 

 
       ________________________  
       Tere Lawyer, Chairman 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator 


