
 

 
 
    

REGULAR SESSION 
 
  

JANUARY 26, 2016 
 
The Substandard Buildings Commission of the City of Athens, Texas met in Special Session on Tuesday, January 
26, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the Derek D.  Daniels Conference Room of the Athens Partnership Center with the 
following members’ present, to-wit: 
 

Billy Murphree 
Tim Jones 

Tilo Galvan 
Will Traxson 

 
    Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator  
              
   
with the following member absent: Tere Lawyer; 
 
constituting a quorum at which time the following proceedings were enacted, to-wit: 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Murphree.    
 
 ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
 
A motion was made by Member Jones, seconded by Member Galvan to re-elect Tere Lawyer as Chairman of the 
Substandard Buildings Commission and to re-elect Billy Murphree as Vice Chairman of the Substandard Buildings 
Commission.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 16, 2015 
 REGULAR SESSION  
 
A motion was made by Member Galvan, seconded by Member Jones, to accept the minutes of the  
November 16, 2015 Regular Session, as written. The motion carried unanimously. 
                                          
 PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED  
 AT 807 VALLE VISTA, LOT 4, BLOCK 5 – VALLE VISTA SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER- A.W. DISOTELL C/O JOHN DISOTELL 
 
John Disotell was present and informed the Commission that he had inherited this property from his father.  Mr. 
Disotell stated that rentals were living in the structure at the time a fire occurred.  Mr. Disotell said his son wants to 
tear the structure down and ask how much time would be allowed to demolish the structure, in which Member 
Murphree stated the Commission can only allow ninety (90) days.   
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT  
 807 VALLE VISTA, LOT 4, BLOCK 5 – VALLE VISTA SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER- A.W. DISOTELL C/O JOHN DISOTELL 
 
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Jones, seconded by Member Galvan to allow the 
property owner ninety (90) days to demolish the structure and clear the lot of all debris from the property. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
  PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 702 NORTH GAUNTT, LOTS 17A–19A, BLOCK 8 –BISHOP HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION 
 OWNERS- DOUGLAS POWELL C/O DURWIN POWELL 
 
Douglas Powell, property owner was present and stated that he wants to have the structure torn down, but he cannot 
afford it.  Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator, explained the process of the City’s crew tearing down the 
structure.  Mr. Powell agreed to sign the release forms allowing for the City to demolish the structure. 
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT  
 702 NORTH GAUNTT, LOTS 17A–19A, BLOCK 8 –BISHOP HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION 
 OWNERS- DOUGLAS POWELL C/O DURWIN POWELL 
 
A motion was made by Member Traxson, seconded by Member Jones to allow the property owner thirty (30) days to 
remove any personal belongings from the structure, after which the City will move forward with the demolition.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
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 PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 709 UNDERWOOD, LOT 16, BLOCK 110 – ORIGINAL TOWN SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER- HOME OPPORTUNITY LLC C/O HALO ASSET MANAGEMENT LLC 
 
Ms. Garrett informed the Commission that this structure was addressed as a substandard structure in 2014 and ordered 
to be demolished by the property owner.  Ms. Garrett stated that as of this date, the structure remains on the property. 
Ms. Garrett recommended the structure to be condemned and torn down by the City. 
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
  709 UNDERWOOD, LOT 16, BLOCK 110 – ORIGINAL TOWN SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER- HOME OPPORTUNITY LLC C/O HALO ASSET MANAGEMENT LLC 
 
A motion was made by Member Jones, seconded by Member Traxson that the structure be condemned and  
demolished by the City. The motion carried unanimously. 
   
 HEAR UPDATES FROM CODE ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR  
 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator, updated the following: 
 
  1.  405 Lindsey  
        2.  1016 North Pinkerton 
  3.  215 Massey 
  4.  1104 North Hamlett 
     
 OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS TO EXPRESS ITEMS OF CONCERN 

(Citizens appearing during this item will be allowed to present their concern, however, members  
                  of the Substandard Building Commission are prohibited from entering into deliberation   
 and the item may be referred to a future agenda for discussion.) 
 
None         
 
  ADJOURN 
 
The meeting was adjourned.   
 
   
            PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 15th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2016.  
       
 

 
       ________________________  
       Tere Lawyer, Chairman 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator 


