
 

 
 
    

REGULAR SESSION 
 
  

February 15, 2016 
 
The Substandard Buildings Commission of the City of Athens, Texas met in Regular Session on 
Monday, February 15, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the Derek D.  Daniels Conference Room of the Athens 
Partnership Center with the following members’ present, to-wit: 
 

Tere Lawyer 
Billy Murphree 

Tilo Galvan 
Will Traxson 

 
    Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator  

Ronnie Denton, Fire Marshall  
 
others present:  Chris Tinsley; 
   
constituting a quorum at which time the following proceedings were enacted, to-wit: 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Lawyer.    
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 26, 2016 
 SPECIAL SESSION. 
 
A motion was made by Member Traxson, seconded by Member Galvan, to accept the minutes of the  
January 26, 2016, Special Session, as written. The motion carried unanimously. 
                                          
 PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 702 NORTH GAUNTT, LOTS 17A–19A, BLOCK 8 –BISHOP HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION 
 OWNERS- DOUGLAS POWELL C/O DURWIN POWELL 
 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator, informed the Commission that this structure was 
addressed at last month’s meeting, in which Mr. Powell had agreed to allow the City to demolish the 
structure.  Ms. Garrett stated she was notified by Mr. Powell’s representative, John Maney that Jose 
Castaneda wanted to buy the structure and make the needed repairs to bring the structure into compliance.  
 
Javier Castaneda, son of Jose Castaneda and representative, stated to the Commission he would be 
making repairs to the roof, windows and doors.  Javier Castaneda stated he does construction work for a 
living and will be doing the work for his father who is purchasing the property.  Javier Castaneda stated 
he would also be clearing the dead trees off the property.  
 
Member Traxson ask when the sale of the property would be completed. John Maney answered, stating 
the contract will be signed tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT  
 702 NORTH GAUNTT, LOTS 17A–19A, BLOCK 8 –BISHOP HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION 
 OWNERS- DOUGLAS POWELL C/O DURWIN POWELL 
 
After discussion, a motion was made by Member Traxson, seconded by Member Galvan, to allow the 
new property owner (Jose Castaneda) ninety (90) days to replace/repair the roof, replace/repair the 
windows and secure the doors, to bring the structure up to the standard of Ordinance #0-12-11.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
 PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 806 ENGLAND, LOTS 3 & 4, BLOCK 3 – POWER HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER- FILIBERTO BARRIOS 
 
Ms. Garrett informed the Commission that property owner, Filiberto Barrios’ demolition permit for this 
structure has expired without completing the demolition. Ms. Garrett stated she mailed a notice regarding 
the expired permit to Mr. Barrios and he has not responded.   
 
Member Traxson stated he knows Mr. Barrios and has his number to contact him. After calling Mr. 
Barrios, Member Traxson reported that Mr. Barrios stated he has renewed his demolition permit and will 
be completing the demolition. 
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 DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
  806 ENGLAND, LOTS 3 & 4, BLOCK 3 – POWER HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER- FILIBERTO BARRIOS 
 
A motion was made by Member Traxson, seconded by Member Murphree to allow ninety (90) days from 
the date of the renewed permit to fulfill the demolition of the structure.  The motion carried unanimously. 
   
  
 PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 702 POWDERHORN, LOT 4, BLOCK 4 – VALLE VISTA SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER HERMAN E. HENDRIX ESTATE 
 
Ms. Garrett requested that this item be tabled. Ms. Garrett informed the Commission that she has received 
new information on an heir of the estate that will need to be notified of the hearing regarding this 
structure. Ms. Garrett stated this item will be on next month’s agenda.  
 
 DISCUSS/CONSIDER ACTION ON SUBSTANDARD STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 
 702 POWDERHORN, LOT 4, BLOCK 4 – VALLE VISTA SUBDIVISION 
 OWNER HERMAN E. HENDRIX ESTATE 
 
Item tabled 
 
 HEAR UPDATES FROM CODE ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR  
 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator, updated the following: 
 
  1.  405 Lindsey  
        2.  1016 North Pinkerton 
  3.  215 Massey 
  4.  1104 North Hamlett 
  5.  800 Pinkie 
   
     
 OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS TO EXPRESS ITEMS OF CONCERN 

(Citizens appearing during this item will be allowed to present their concern, however, members of the 
Substandard Building Commission are prohibited from entering into deliberation and the item may be 
referred to a future agenda for discussion.) 

 
None         
 
  ADJOURN 
 
The meeting was adjourned.   
 
   
            PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 21th DAY OF MARCH 2016.  
       
 

 
       ________________________  
       Tere Lawyer, Chairman 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Sheila Garrett, Code Enforcement Coordinator 


