
REGULAR SESSION 

FEBRUARY 24, 2016 

 

The Parks Advisory Board of the City of Athens met in Regular Session on Wednesday, February 
24, 2016, 4:00 p.m. in the Derek D. Daniels Conference Room of the Athens Partnership Center, 
201 W. Corsicana St., Athens Texas with the following members present, to-wit: 
 

Chris Tinsley  
Bob Morton 

Clyde Bowman Sr. 
Justin Boswell 

 
Thanasis Kombos, Community Development Manager 

 
others present: Blake Wilson, Cody Robson, Ross Pardue. 

 
CONSIDER APPROVING THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 26, 
2016 SPECIAL SESSION 

 
A motion was made by Member Boswell, seconded by Member Morton, to approve the Minutes of 
the January 26 Special Session. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 DISCUSS OPEN CARRY IN ATHENS PUBLIC PARKS 
 
Thanasis Kombos, Community Development Manager, stated that this agenda item was included 
because Member Morton had asked specifically for this item to be on the agenda.  
 
Member Tinsley stated that he had a long discussion with the City Attorney, Blake Armstrong and 
he stated that there is nothing that the City could do. There are a limited number of places that a 
municipality could limit open carry, and a public park does not fall into one of those categories.  
 
 DISCUSS FUTURE PLANS FOR THE OLD HENDERSON COUNTY HOSPITAL 
 
Mr. Kombos stated that there is not much left at the old hospital site, mid-March is the expected 
completion date. He further stated that he would like the Board to be the first to bring a 
recommendation to Council as to what to do with that property.  
 
Member Morton asked to what depth would Mr. Kombos like this recommendation, with Mr. 
Kombos stating it should be a detailed written memo with the desires of the Board. 
 
Mr. Kombos stated that this site is similar in size to a park in Hughes Springs Texas. He showed a 
short presentation of the park.  
 
Member Morton stated that he liked the idea of the Gazebo, he stated that he preferred to have a 
playground area. He stated that he would not be in favor of any area without a playground. 
 
Mr. Kombos stated that the cupola is bigger than it had appeared on the hospital. In order for it to 
be used on a gazebo, the gazebo would have to be quite large. The Board might want to look at 
augmenting the cupola if the size is too large.  
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Member Boswell stated that he spoke with a homeowner nearby and they loved the idea of a park 
being located at that site.  
 
Mr. Kombos stated that he likes that this area could be used for an afternoon stroll, to have a lunch, 
it is a place for children, and it fosters interaction.  
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS TO EXPRESS ITEMS OF CONCERN 
 
Ross Pardue stated that he would like to put recycling cans for the disc golf course. He stated that 
he felt like there were not enough recycling cans around the park. He stated that he wanted to offer 
the cans for the park, and he would pick the cans up and use them for his earth ship.  
 
Cody Robson stated that an earth ship is a house made out of recycled material that has been 
upcycled. He also stated that he would like to start a community garden at the Cain Center. He 
stated that he would be offering a summer camp to kids, to learn more about self-sustainment. 
 
 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S UPDATE 
 
Mr. Kombos stated that the dirt work is completed at Cain Fields. The Street Department 
completed the drainage work and they regraded areas to move water to the creek. They also laid 
down erosion mats, and installed awnings over the bleachers.  
 
Member Tinsley stated that Coleman Park is about two (2) weeks from being completed.  
 
Member Morton asked how much of the brick wall will be padded, with Member Tinsley stating 
that the back wall will be padded completely.  
 
Member Morton stated that he strongly recommends padding the entire wall, even the NCAA has 
started recommending padding now. 
 
Mr. Kombos stated that historically as a City, we have been behind the curve, and it is time to start 
thinking more proactive. He also stated that he has a JUG’s meeting on Saturday, and that is the 
first step in hosting the public forum. He is hoping to plan for March or April.  
 
Member Tinsley stated that he would like to host the forums at the parks.  
 
Mr. Kombos stated that he would like to keep the meetings at about an hour in length. If need be, 
the Board could schedule a work session before the actual meeting to discuss any item that needs a 
lengthy discussion. 
 
Mr. Kombos stated that last meeting the Board made a recommendation to have no smoking in all 
the parks. He stated to the board to slightly amending the recommendation before taking it to 
Council. He stated that he looked at the Ordinances and stated that Athens ranks in the top Quarter 
of all cities in Texas.  
 
Mr. Kombos stated that a better way to bring this recommendation to Council, would be to increase 
the feet of 150 feet away from the primary outside entrance, bleachers, concession stands,  
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pavilions, spectator areas, playing fields, playgrounds, and pools, would put anyone that wanted to 
smoke near the boundary of all areas.  
 

ADJOURN 
 

The meeting was adjourned. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 23rd DAY OF MARCH, 2016. 
 
 
 

_________________________ 

Chris Tinsley, Chairman 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

Bonnie Hambrick, City Secretary 

 


